53:107 & 52:107 Sustainable Systems

Assignment #1

Due: February 4, 2008
1.  Develop your own definition in one sentence of: 1) sustainability; and 2) sustainable development.  Then, answer briefly the following questions below.  (The total answer to question #1 should be typewritten in one page, single-space.)
A.  Does sustainability require consideration of future generations?

B. Does sustainability imply a certain economic system or political philosophy?

C. On what spatial and temporal scale does your definition of sustainability apply?

D. Is population growth and economic growth allowed in your definition of sustainability?

E.  How would the world change if everyone lived sustainably according to your            definition?
2.  Find a website for Ecological Footprints.  Calculate your own ecological footprint and print out the results to turn in with this assignment.  Answer the following questions in one page typewritten:

A.  How is the quantitative footprint actually estimated?  List 3 possible assumptions 
that are necessary to convert your answers to the questions into a land area 
(footprint).


B.  What is the single aspect of your lifestyle that contributes most to increasing your 
ecological footprint?


C.  How could you most easily decrease your personal footprint?
